
CHECK IT OUT
What's on and new at Carstairs Public Library

We are so excited to bring you our first ever newsletter.  Flip through to
find highlights of upcoming programs, some new books
recommendations and general library news.  We figured we would start
by introducing our staff for you. 

Welcome
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Megan Ginther-Library Manager

Megan has been with Carstairs Public Library for just over 2.5 years
coming to us from Edmonton Public Library.  She's an avid reader of
fantasy and romance novels.  You'll find her in the office shuffling
papers and answering the phone.  She also has a background in
programming and library management so she wears many hats behind
the scenes. 

Marg Reid-Assistant Manager

Marg is a familiar face to library visitors since she's been with the
library many years and is usually the person at the desk greeting you as
you come in.  She also coordinates our adult book clubs so she reads a
wide range of books to keep the choices varied and interesting.  

Chantelle Carr-Library Programmer

Chantelle has been with us for over 5 years and she leads many of our
preschool programs.  A whiz with rhymes, flannel boards, puppets and
picture books she also puts together many of our craft programs and
leads our book program to the local Seniors Lodge. 

Coraley Ortman-Library Programmer

Coraley has been a staple of our library programs for many years. 
 Lately she has been taking the lead on our teen and school aged
programs.  She is also our technology guru so is often the person who
will sit down with you when you book a tech one on one help session. 
 She also is the voice behind Bubbles our puppet superstar. 

Highlights

January- March Programs
New Books you might have missed
Meet our staff
Board News
Beanstack new resource



The Sister's Sweet 
by  Elizabeth Weiss

A young woman in a vaudeville sister
act must learn to forge her own path

after her twin runs away to Hollywood
in this richly immersive debut about
love, family, and friendship.Full of
long-simmering tensions, buried
secrets, questionable saviors, and

broken promises, this is a story about
how much we are beholden to others

and what we owe ourselves. 

Neon Gods  
by Katee  Robert

Hades has spent his life in the
shadows, and he has no intention of
stepping into the light. But when he

finds that Persephone can offer a little
slice of the revenge he’s spent years

craving, it’s all the excuse he needs to
help her—for a price. Yet every
breathless night spent tangled

together has given Hades a taste for
Persephone, and he’ll go to war with

Olympus itself to keep her close…
A modern retelling of Hades and

Persephone that’s as sinful as it is
sweet.

WHAT 'S  GOING ON FOR  ADULTS

The current restrictions don't allow us to do any in person adult programs but
don't worry we have lots planned and we hope you'll join us for some of these
great programs that we have planned.  Most will be online via Zoom and we are
happy to help you get set up and online for the programs you are interested in. 
 Our crafternoon kit will be a take home kit once a month and we are excited
about the crafts we will be trying this time around.  

NEW BOOKS

So many new books come in each
month so here's a few for grown

ups you might have missed that we
are really excited about. 



The Pilot's Daughter  
by Meredith Jaeger

In the final months of World War II,
San Francisco newspaper secretary
Ellie Morgan should be planning her

wedding and subsequent exit from the
newsroom into domestic life. Instead,

Ellie is using all the skills she's
learned as a would-be reporter to try
to uncover any scrap of evidence that
her missing pilot father is still alive.

But when she discovers a stack of love
letters from a woman who is not her

mother in his possessions, her already
fragile world goes into a tailspin, and
she vows to find out the truth about

the father she loves--and the woman
who loved him back.

A Blizzard of Polar Bears 
by Alice Henderson

Wildlife biologist Alex Carter is back,
fighting for endangered species in the
Canadian Arctic and battling for her

life in this action-packed thriller.
Wildlife biologist Alex Carter lands a
job studying a threatened population
of polar bears in the Canadian Arctic.
But as her study progresses, and she

gathers data on the health of
individual bears, things start to go

awry. She realizes that someone
doesn’t want her to complete her

study, but Alex is not easily deterred..



Introducing: 

Beanstack What does Beanstack do?
Beanstack is a app and website that allows you to track your reading
by time or books, write reviews and participate in fun reading
challenges.  It's easy to use and similar to services like GoodReads 
 but without some of the social media aspects.  It also links with our
library catalogue and will allow you to track books by scanning the
ISBN barcode on the back.

Sign up to Beanstack for personalized reading recommendations sent
every week to your inbox. You can also track your growing TBR (to be
read) pile and reading progress. Stay tuned to join special reading
challenges hosted by your library.  

What Challenges can I join?
Preschool Families
We are launching Beanstack with our 1000 Books before Kindergarten challenge
for preschool children and their families.  

Kids and Teens
We have a 600 minute reading challenge for school aged kids and teens, this will
help them get used to using Beanstack because we will be using it for our Summer
Reading Club.  

Adults
Adults we are getting started with a 10 to Try challenge, read a book from each of
the categories on our website (under services) and track it in Beanstack to earn
badges and win prizes.

How do I get started?
Beanstack can be accessed through our webpage under Services: Beanstack
Challenges.  Directly through their webpage https://carstairspublic.beanstack.org
or by downloading the Beanstack app .  Full instructions are on the next page to
guide you through the set up process. 

       Giving Tree 2021- Thank you!
Thank you so much to those who donated to our Giving
Tree fundraiser by purchasing an ornament from our
tree.  

We fell short of our goal but we
raised $420.00 that will be used
to purchase new digital books
and audiobooks.  Thank you so
much for helping build our
collections.  

If you would still like to make a
donation now or in the future 
 you can contact the Friends of
the Library Society. 

The Friends will have more
fundraisers taking place this
year to find out the latest news,
see their book bundles (online
book sales) you can follow them
on Facebook.  





1000 Books
Before

Kindergarten
It sounds like a lot, doesn’t it? Don’t worry – if you read one
book with your child per day, you can complete this
challenge in less than three years. Reading to and with your
children will help build their early literacy skills which will
help to set them up for a bright and strong future.
Do you think you can do it? We would love for you to try!
Register today for this challenge on Beanstack. All you need
to do is log the books you read (and yes, re-reading
absolutely counts to the goal).



Cold-Blooded Myrtle 
by Elizabeth Bunce

Twelve-year-old Young Lady of
Quality and Victorian amateur

detective Myrtle Hardcastle returns,
and now she’s on the trail of a serial

killer in her hometown of Swinburne.
A fun mystery for fans of Nancy Drew

and the Hardy Boys. 

Solstice
by Lorence Alison

A music fest goes wrong in this comic
YA thriller as selfie-mad concert-

goers wake up to realize their tropical
island fantasy is a deadly nightmare. 

 Adri has a front-row seat as
everything devolves into chaos—and

she's in a prime position to put
together the clues to who—or what—is
killing off the helpless attendees. But
even if she finds the killer, how can

she hope to stop them?



Check your privilege at the door—
before it gets you killed. This is one

vacation you can’t escape.

WHAT 'S  GOING ON FOR  AGES  6- 12

We've planned a take home kit and some in person programs for school aged kits
and we are going to have a lot of fun. 

NEW BOOKS

So many new books come in each
month so here's a few for kids

and teens you might have missed
that we are really excited about. 



Next Board
Meeting

Our next board
meeting is

 January 18th at 7pm 
online via zoom.  



We always welcome

community members
to our meetings.  If
you would like the

meeting link please
email 

mginther@prl.ab.ca.   



Just for
Teens

Library Board News

Teen Advisory Board 

Our Teen Advisory Board is seeking new members to help
us plan events, choose books and movies for the library
and suggest ways to make the library even better for
teens.  We meet once a month via Zoom and after the
meeting there's time to hang out and visit with your fellow
teens.  To join you need to be 13+ and willing to share your
ideas. 

Paint Night

Join us on January 15th for a teen only paint night. 
 Create your happy little masterpiece and spend time
relaxing with friends. Contact the library
carstairs@prl.ab.ca or 403-337-3943 for full details and
to reserve your spot.  

12th



6:30pm6:30pm
Teen Paint NightTeen Paint Night


